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NEW YORK-BASED MAKER MATS CHRISTÉEN REIGNITES HIS 
CHILDHOOD PASSION FOR THE HANDCRAFTED.
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SECOND LIFE



 M
etal- and woodworker 
Mats Christéen, founder of 
Foundrywood, didn’t plan to be 
a craftsman. In fact, his dream 
was to be a hockey player. 

Although the Stockholm native loved working 
with his hands (“My earliest memories involve 
swinging a hammer next to my dad,” he says), 
it wasn’t his focus—especially after he nabbed 
a sports contract. “I was on the ice for 20 
hours a week and then in the gym for another 
20,” he says. “Once I commit to something, it’s 
pedal to the metal.” 

Christéen played professionally on and off 
for nine years, all the while interspersing his 
athletic pursuits with modeling. But he retired 
from both of those by the time he was 26, and 
found himself pursuing the career that he’d 
been unofficially training for since he was a 
child. The artisan’s turn towards furniture was 
organic. After retiring from hockey and moving 
to New York, he began repurposing tables in 
his backyard. Some neighbors saw his work 
and asked for a piece. Then, other friends saw 
it. “All of a sudden, I had orders for 20 tables!” 
he says, with a laugh. Christéen’s work then 
evolved into making furniture from scratch. “I 
still love to use reclaimed wood, though” he 
says. “It has a history already.”  

Tables are just one part of Christéen’s 
repertoire. Bookcases, credenzas and 
benches are also among his offerings, as 
well as custom-order pieces. With the clean 
lines and modern shapes of his furniture, 
Christéen’s Scandinavian heritage is implicit, 
though the influences of his new home are 
easy to spot through his work’s industrial edge 
and continued use of reclaimed wood. 

Through it all, Christéen’s “pedal-to-the 
metal” attitude remains: He releases several 
new collections every year. “I really love what 
I do,” he says. “It’s very different from hockey, 
but it’s a different time in my life. When you’re 
an athlete, everything is physical. By the time 
you go to bed, your mind is empty. Now, I don’t 
have time to work out, so it’s all in my mind 
now. I come home at night, and I can’t stop 
thinking. I always wake up with new ideas.” 
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“MY EARLIEST 
MEMORIES 
INVOLVE  
SWINGING A 
HAMMER NEXT  
TO MY DAD.”

Like all of his furnishings, Mats 
Christéen’s Jemm table (right) 
is the result of many hours of 

experimentation with materials 
and exploration of ideas.
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